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A native of Boulder, Colorado, Lieutenant Commander
Richard A. Gustafson enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1983 as a Hospital
Corpsman. His initial duty assignment was at the USNH Long Beach,
California from 1983-1985 where he served as Senior Corpsman for
the Internal Medicine Ward. From 1985 through 1987, he was
stationed at USNH Okinawa, Japan assigned to the Emergency Room
Department. He completed his tour of duty as the Assistant to the
Navy's Forensic Pathologist for the Far East. Upon completion of his
enlistment, he transferred to the Navy Reserve and pursued a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Molecular and Cellularbiology from the
University of Arizona. He received his degree in 1989 and entered
the University's graduate program in toxicology. While completing his master's research,
Lieutenant Commander Gustafson was activated during Operation Desert Storm and was
stationed at USNH San Diego, California as Assistant Leading Petty Officer of the Cardiology
Clinic. He received a Masters Degree in Toxicology in 1992 from the University of Arizona.

In 1993, he accepted a direct commission as Lieutenant Junior Grade in the Medical
Service Corps of the U.S. Navy. After Officer Indoctrination School in Newport, Rhode Island,
he was assigned to the Navy Drug Screening Laboratory, Great Lakes, Illinois as the Assistant
Technical Director and Certifying Chemist. In September of 1995, Lieutenant Commander
Gustafson was selected Executive Officer and Technical Director. His responsibilities
encompassed all scientific and technical aspects of the laboratory and administrative support
services.

He was then assigned to the Naval Medical Research Institute, Bethesda, Maryland as
Head of the Clinical Diagnostic Laboratory Division in November of 1996. He was responsible
for directing a full-service analytical laboratory in support of all medical research program areas
at or affiliated with the institute and associated agencies. In July 1998, the Command was
designated an Echelon 3 headquarters and Lieutenant Commander Gustafson was appointed
Head of the Command Administration and Human Resources. He provided oversight not only to
the Command but to subordinate Commands domestic and overseas. During this duty, He was
integral in developing Concepts of Operation for transition into the new Army/Navy research
facility. From July 1999 to June 2003, Lieutenant Commander Gustafson was assigned to full-
time out-service training and received a Doctor of Philosophy Degree in Toxicology from the
University of Maryland at Baltimore in July 2003. He specialized in the pharmacokinetics and
pharmacodynamics of marijuana. He assumed command of the Navy Drug Screening
Laboratory Jacksonville in June of 2003.

His personal decorations include Navy Commendation Medal with gold star, Navy
Achievement Medal, Coast Guard Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Commendation with
bronze star, Navy Good Conduct Medal, Naval Reserve Good Conduct Medal, National Defense
Service Medal with bronze star, and Navy Expert Pistol Medal.




